
Checklist 

It is such a good idea to think about end of life decisions yourself, before your family 
and friends have to. So often, executors have no idea where to find the information they 
need to deal with your estate.  What follows is a simple checklist of things to do—and 
lists to make. 

Preplanning: 

Have you made your will and Powers of Attorney? Are these documents up to date and 
accessible to those who survive you?


Where are your bank accounts?  Do you have a safety deposit box?  Do you have 
investments? Do you have an RRSP or a TFSA? Have you prepared a summary file

listing all important financial documents that is available.


What is the contact information for your lawyer, accountant, financial advisor, 
stockbroker and insurance agent?


If you are married, where is your marriage certificate?


What properties or other assets (boats, cars, jewelry etc.) do you own?  What are the 
property addresses?


Do you receive any pensions? If so, is the contact information for the plan

administrator available?


What credit cards do you have? Have you prepared a list of these cards, including 
UserID and passwords.


What organizations do you belong to? Contact information?


Are you an organ donor? Contact the Trillium Gift of Life Network at www.giftoflife.ca 
for more information.


Do you have any medical implants (pacemaker, artificial joints)?


What are the passwords for your computer/phone? Is there a list that will be readily 
available?


Where is the contact list for your friends (address book, computer)?


Does your executor or Power of Attorney know where to find this material?


Funeral:


http://www.giftoflife.ca


What type of service would you prefer—traditional funeral service, private service with 
a celebration of life at a later date, a memorial service?  Do you want it in a church, in a 
funeral home, at your home or somewhere else?


Are there particular hymns, readings or sayings you wish to include?  


Do you want a reception following the service? What would that look like? 


Do you want a green burial, to be cremated or a traditional burial.  Do you have a plot 
or space in a columbarium?


Have you written down your preferences and made your family members, power of 
attorney and executor aware of them?



